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Opening Doors, Opening Hearts is about 

opening hearts to hear the stories people have to 

tell about being homeless, badly housed, and poor. 

It offers opportunities for dialogue, springing from 

the conviction that together we can open doors to a 

better housed, better paid and more just society.

The success of Make Poverty History has highlighted 

the need for a domestic equivalent: far too many 

people in the UK fail to share in our prosperity as a 

nation, and continue to struggle to make ends meet, 

or suffer the consequences of homelessness or bad 

housing. 2008 will see churches coming together 

with other groups for a year-long campaign to high-

light the persistence of poverty and homelessness 

across the country – and to press all political parties 

to sign up to a goal to end poverty in our nation 

by 2020.

In 2008 Homelessness Sunday and Poverty Action 

Sunday are only one week apart. Poverty and 

Homelessness Action Week is your chance to 

make a difference. The Opening Doors, Opening 

Hearts resource pack contains all the materials that 

are needed for Homelessness Sunday, 

for Poverty Action Sunday, and to 

organise events during the Action Week. 

Our target is for at least 100 events to take 

place in communities all over the UK. Use 

the materials to pray, reflect and act on homeless-

ness and poverty; to encourage your church to get 

involved; to uncover the reality of hidden poverty or 

homelessness in your community; to celebrate what 

is already going on locally; to work with others.

Regional training sessions will happen in the 

autumn of 2007 to equip you to run a poverty 

hearing. See www.homelessness-sunday.org.uk 

for information.

Poverty and Homelessness Action Week is 

organised by Church Action on Poverty, Housing 

Justice, Scottish Churches Housing Action, the 

Church Urban Fund and others. This will be a major 

opportunity for local churches to join in 

the challenge to the persistence of 

poverty and exclusion within our 

own communities.

Poverty and Homelessness Action Week
26 January – 3 February 2008

Homelessness Sunday 27 January 2008

Poverty Action Sunday 3 February 2008
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