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long as we can play down the bits 
which are to do with the content and 
expression of our faith itself.  Now we 
all know that no public body is going 
to fund us to proselytise; nor is it 
going to pay for facilities for worship 
or prayer; and nor should it.  But just 
this week I have heard yet again of 
the local branch of a major national 
Christian charity working with very 
vulnerable homeless people - that 
group in trouble with its public sector 
funders because it holds staff prayers.  
Another (actually a different branch 
of the same organisation) wanting to 
register formally as a social landlord 
and finding the Tenant Services 
Authority apparently expecting them 
to change their basis of association 
because it makes explicit reference 
to the Christian faith.  I’m sorry, but 
that won’t do.  We will be sensitive, we 
know how to behave wisely in these 

matters, but it just is not possible 
to bracket off what we offer – the 
commitment, the time, the energy, 
the money, the passion – from that 
which motivates it.  That may make us 
uncomfortable bed-fellows at times 
but, whether one accepts it personally 
or not, these organisations that do 
this work would not be doing it at all 
if it were not for that faith motivation 
that inspired their foundation and 
continues to energise their action.

As I said earlier, a Christian actually 
has no option but to be on the side of 
the vulnerable.  And my perception is 
that in our present circumstances we 
are going to see the numbers of the 
vulnerable increasing.  It was reported 
recently that the number of those 
aged 18-24 registered as unemployed 
has increased by 74,000 to 695,000.  
The reality is, therefore, that we will 
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see more people like the young man 
I heard about the other day.  He had 
managed to find accommodation in 
the private-rented sector but the rent 
was more than housing benefit would 
pay, so he had to find £10 each week 
out of his JSA of £50.95.  The flat was 
on the outskirts of the city, so a bus 
fare was needed to get in to sign on 
and then return home – or he could 
walk 4 miles each way.  Not a lot left 
on which to have a life.  That young 
person is in real danger of not being 
able to sustain his tenancy, and of 
course he is way down any priority list 
for social housing.

‘Home’, writes the American poet 
Robert Frost, ‘is the place where, 
when you have to go there, they have 
to take you in’.  Sadly, there are an 
awful lot of people (and not just those 
on the streets) who do not have that 
kind of home.  Christians, I believe, 
have no option but to offer – perhaps 
to be – that home for those people.  
The bottom line is that we are inspired 
and motivated by a vision of love 
which is given unconditionally – and 
that means that we cannot walk away.

THE BOTTOM LINE IS 
THAT WE ARE INSPIRED 
AND MOTIVATED BY 
A VISION OF LOVE 
WHICH IS GIVEN 
UNCONDITIONALLY – AND 
THAT MEANS THAT WE 
CANNOT WALK AWAY.
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Housing Justice does not 
get large donations from 
either the Government or 
Church denominations.
The charity relies on 
individual supporters  
and churches for most of 
the £½ million Housing 
Justice needs to raise for 
its vital work every year.

Housing Justice News



O
R
:
 
M
Y
 
/
 
O
U
R
 
C
H
E
Q
U
E
 
P
A
Y
A
B
L
E
 
T
O
 
H
O
U
S
I
N
G
 

J
U
S
T
I
C
E
 
I
S
 
E
N
C
L
O
S
E
D

I
 
W
O
U
L
D
 
L
I
K
E
 
T
O
 
M
A
K
E
 
A
 
D
O
N
A
T
I
O
N
 

T
O
W
A
R
D
S
 
T
H
E
 
W
O
R
K
 
O
F
 
H
O
U
S
I
N
G
 
J
U
S
T
I
C
E
.

C
A
R
D
H
O
L
D
E
R
 
N
A
M
E
 
(
P
R
I
N
T
)
:

P
L
E
A
S
E
 
D
E
B
I
T
 
M
Y
 
(
C
I
R
C
L
E
)
 

M
A
S
T
E
R
C
A
R
D
 
/
 
V
I
S
A
 
/
 
A
M
E
X
C
O
 
/
 
C
A
F
 
C
A
R
D
 

V
A
L
I
D
:
 

I
F
 
Y
O
U
 
A
R
E
 
A
 
U
K
 
T
A
X
P
A
Y
E
R
 
Y
O
U
R
 
G
I
F
T
 
C
A
N
 

B
E
 
W
O
R
T
H
 
2
8
%
 
M
O
R
E
 
T
O
 
H
O
U
S
I
N
G
 
J
U
S
T
I
C
E
 
A
T
 

N
O
 
E
X
T
R
A
 
C
O
S
T
 
T
O
 
Y
O
U
 
T
H
R
O
U
G
H
 
T
H
E
 
G
I
F
T
 
A
I
D
 

S
C
H
E
M
E
.
 
P
L
E
A
S
E
 
T
I
C
K
 
H
E
R
E
 
I
F
 
Y
O
U
 
W
A
N
T
 
 

H
O
U
S
I
N
G
 
J
U
S
T
I
C
E
 
T
O
 
C
L
A
I
M
 
G
I
F
T
 
A
I
D
 
O
N
 
T
H
I
S
 

G
I
F
T
 
A
N
D
 
A
N
Y
 
P
A
S
T
 
O
R
 
F
U
T
U
R
E
 
D
O
N
A
T
I
O
N
S
.

I
F
 
Y
O
U
 
W
O
U
L
D
 
L
I
K
E
 
T
O
 
R
E
C
I
E
V
E
 
O
C
C
A
S
I
O
N
A
L
 
 

M
A
I
L
I
N
G
S
 
F
R
O
M
 
H
O
U
S
I
N
G
 
J
U
S
T
I
C
E
 
(
W
I
T
H
O
U
T
 
U
S
  

S
H
A
R
I
N
G
 
Y
O
U
R
 
D
E
T
A
I
L
S
)
 
P
L
E
A
S
E
 
T
I
C
K
 
H
E
R
E
.

I
F
 
Y
O
U
 
W
O
U
L
D
 
P
R
E
F
E
R
 
T
O
 
B
E
 
C
O
N
T
A
C
T
E
D
 
B
Y
 

E
M
A
I
L
 
P
L
E
A
S
E
 
T
I
C
K
 
H
E
R
E
 
A
N
D
 
W
R
I
T
E
 
Y
O
U
R
 

E
M
A
I
L
 
A
D
D
R
E
S
S
:

C
A
R
D
 
N
O
.

S
E
C
U
R
I
T
Y
 
N
O
.

S
I
G
N
E
D
:

D
A
T
E
:

E
X
P
I
R
E
S
:

A
D
D
R
E
S
S
:

W
I
T
H
 
T
H
E
 
S
U
M
 
O
F
:

You can also give to H
ousing Justice on-line:  

w
w

w
.justgiving.com

/housingjustice  
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